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EPORT CI' THZ CIVIL ARROIIAUTICS BOARD
on the
Investr gation of an Accident Involving Azrcraft
Duaring a Local Pleasare Floght

Archie Roosevelt Clemens and Artemus Vard Cox, Jr., ware fatally in-
Jured in an accident which cccurred apprormimately 1 mole vest of Dunbar,
West Vargiria, at about 4320 p.m. on June 25, 1943. (Clemens neld a
comrereial pilet certificate with single—cncaine land and sea, 0-340 n.p.
ratings. Il Nad accunulaled aporoxainitely 1104 solo uoars, about 7 of
wnich were i1n the type of alicrait involved. Cox held a private pilot
certif_cate yitn single-znging land and sca  0-325 h.n, ratings zna had
flown approxiretely 200 solo hours, The aircraft, a Culver LFA,

NC 41622, owned by flenn 7, Clark, was demolishod.

Clemens, accompanied by Cox, took off from Worts Field, Charleston,
West Vairginia, ot approximately 4:15 p.m. on a local pleasurc flight.
Abcout five rminutes later, the arreraft was observed some 5 miles cest of
the airport, heaceo up a3z approaimete ce. ter of a valley 1n 2 north-
eestorly dorection at an ~stinaten altitude of 300 feet. A% this point
a left turi wes stasted tovard 2 mountain, ine oonk of tne planc bececomng
progressively stucper to clear the rapicdiv rising slope of the nountain-
sidae. Aftor approxaratoly 160° of the tu~n had becn accomplished, vith
very little altitude arc flying speed lefw, the palot 'ms forerd to pull
un Lo avoid an electric prover line circesly in ‘ront of ham. The plane ’
was stalled duraing the pall-up ana crashzd on tne nose and lezdang edge
of the right vaing.

Z¥amnotion of the vreckege revealed no evicence of failure of any
part of thec awrcr.ft proor to the accadent, and thoe ranrer in whach the
prop~ller wes broken indicated that power was being developed at the
time of imract. Lual cortrols worc installed ana operstive, Weather
conditions vere fovoravle witn ceiling and visibzlaly anlimted and a
west wind of wbout & m.n.n.

Yhe raaius ol turn of the Culver is greater then that of tne type
aircraft Clumins vas accustomea to 1lyaing and 1t 18 possible that nc
r

wndercstimated ihe radius requarca Lo complete has turn.

The probable cause of tnis accident wes poor judgrient on the part of
the pilot. {
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